96              FORTY-FIVE YEAftS UNDER THE FLAG

stroyed, and every magazine blown up, which left behind the
appearance of utter devastation in every direction. The punish-
ment inflicted was great and the lesson it impressed upon that
hermit kingdom ultimately brought it into fellowship with our
Western civilization and made for friendship.

Unfortunately, on the night of June 10th, the Polos, in tak-
ing position to guard the left flank of the battalion, anchored
at high water over an unknown ledge of rocks, upon which she
grounded with the falling tide. She sustained grave injury from
a large jagged hole in her bottom plating which involved her
safety. It limited her participation to guarding the boats, and
deprived her commander and his crew of the opportunities to
engage in the work of the day following. It was an unfortunate
accident, but wholly unavoidable.ur victorious force.
